January 1é&, 1572

Greetings from what is finally a celd and snowy Center Point, Hest
Yirginia. The staff returned healthily and full of energy from Christmas

break. We have just finished our second full wioter Term wvoluntesr week.
e contirmue to stamd in awe of the mirscles God chooses Lo wWwork into the
lives of the people we sgrve, in the volunteers who come t0 SErve, {who are

directiy and indirectly serwved! and us the =rafrT.

The reepasion to which | am sure we are all atuned to by now desplte
sconomic strata, hit the econamically disadvantaged (poeor) flrst and
hardest. Somehow they mansye to cope and surwive. In my introduction af
tne pecple of the area to the voluntesrs, [ start by saying, "Thness people
are Survlssrs.” I Follow it by saying, "They truly know the joy of God,
FTamily, and friends." To me it puts things in proper perspectiva.  When
one i& poor, or sShould 1 say when one recogniies his or her own poverty,
mre clings to those things which bring him or her strength, peacs, and trde
security. 1 thinl this is ore of the great lessons of the ecenomically
disadvantaged - what gives and nutures LIFE!

My fir=% tkwo months here have besn Tilled with unespacted joy and &
muttitude of change. The joy emanates from & wariety of interpersgnal and
communal edperipnces. First it was the pastlady, Deris Ann, saying, "Would
wou like me put those stamps on your eEnvelopes for you? There were sevanby
five of stamps and envelopes, Then there is the stary of people like
Segpie Walters and Harolyn Swiger spending twe full days withoul coercion
i11 there respective kiltchens baking dozens upon dEZens aof cpokies Tor the
arn=nial Christmas Party (slight tamgent — The Christmas party wWas a hugs
sEcss Whith owver 700 peaple mostly ¢hildren receiving presentsil. Ihemn
met the chisf farm mechanic; &llen Cutraight. Yoasterday he spant Tiwe hours
cparching for a way to save the Tarm ¥500.00 In new parts for Eh= fTarm'=
Suburban, Eventually by perusing a junk vard h=s got us the vight part for
less than ten percent of the original coat. People here emulate and giwve
ne mesning ta the phrase, "It is better te give tnan to receive." Yes, |
probably sound as 1 f | am wEsring rowse colored glasses, and s5till riding
cut the honeymoon of e new job. Mayhe 1 am: Howswver, nothing can fske akay
or inwalidate thosw experiences which 1 have had, They are authentic,
wireere, and imbeodded in my thoughts as I approach and mest new people sach
ol iy &

The changes have Been rapid; the community has vemsined sktrong, and has
been strengthened amidst it all, Upon my arrival in mid-Movember, was the
departure of Haren and Kay collectively wikh their spven y2ars of sorvlice
to the tfarm. Then co-director Cathy Egan's mather became lncapacitated
with chronmic and incorrectible back pain. This caused Cathy to resign her
posttion on the staf? 1m December in order bt bBe with and a8rve her mother.
Im early Jamuary, Martha White jeined us to bring a fTresh, vouthful Temale
presence to our =taff, &t the zsame time, Dave Dominiak, a wetaran 5 Lbatf
persorn of nine months, i1nfermed us of a fantastic bysiness opportunity he
had laying in his lap in Chicago. Dave accepted the position and will be



leaving nExrt week; he will be dearly missed.

Yes, lots of changed I do mot mean to diminish bhe magnitude of the
change wilh avbbreviation to a paragraph, snly to highlight another Fack.
The fagt beirng that even though the change has had an impact, we have
survived and continued to stay Tocused to the mi=ssion of theE Tarm — 4§
community of Taith amd Justice focused on service to others, nmok ko iksel+.

Boing guote, "direckor” end quete, | must say, this is the best staf+
With whom I mave had the priviledge of working. They are Tull of life and
laughter, are willing to accept responsibility, and to make things happen.
Threy believe 1n the Kingdom, and recogrnize that they are callsed bta help
busld 1%5. Great things are happening and the ingredients blend well For
aome marvelous frults to ripen (I threw that analény In foar Jean:.

Your pravers, letters, cards, and donations conkbinue to prapel us.
Financially, t:mes have been tight as peopple have needed fo Lighten Ehetr
pur=z and wallet strings. We too have tightened our own spending Ly
ceparching for new and creative ways to be thrifity. Please know we greatly
gopreciate whatever wvouw can donate. He would slso ask you to keep your
eyes ond ears open Tor people who no longer Find a need, orf use for, topls.
e wouid even spend some money on good wused electric tonls, F the price is
right. Enough of the financial pitchy we need helgs Thanks for whaiever
Wil mAan dos

In closing, plesse concinue to know that we Keep you in owur praysrs,
ki ask the same of you Tor ws and the people wWi1th wham wWwe wark. With
sUupporT b from yvou and the excited youths coming to volunkeer, we Can make
dreams reslities, and contime ta sow seeds of Talth and justice.

In Christ's Peace,

?Tiﬂéi,;ﬂﬂﬂaATﬁ

Mike AbDramowski and
ALl of us at fthe farm including the dogs and cats!
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