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Greetings and Peace tc all of you from MNazareth Farm!

1ts time againm to let you krow what we have been up Eo lately here at
the farm. We have had a productive winter both here at the fTarm and
aut in the community. We have conkinued to do some RomeE improvements
Ly putting up & ceiling in the dining room and mud room. He also Tixed
the second toilet in the girls dorm and put 2 new Tloor in the lower
dining room by the bell door. We are in Ehe process of getting
organized and ready for our spring voluntesrs. We are guesstimating
that about 170 wvolunteers will coms through our doors before the first
af June.

We have continued to be out and about in the community and we have a
lot of work limed up for our spring and summer program. The Work at
Reynoldsville i continuing and we hope to have that project done by
the end of the summer depending on funds available. There will be a
iot of roofing and digging and hammesring and nalling done in the next
fow mornths so if you are planning 4 visit...don't forget your work
gloves! This is going te be a great spring!

One of the proiects that 1 have been heavily involved with is working
on the details involved in completing land contracts for the folks out
at Hope Land.Please pray for the Hope Land Board as we work oOn some
very tedious but lmportant issues. W2 hope to complete our task By the
beginning of the summsr.

Orne of the gr=at priviledges that [ hawve this year is ko take time to
plan our Lenten seasan and Holy Weslk activitiegs. HAs 3 communilby, WE
wlll be participating in a day of reflection ®ach week Where we will do
o work but we will come together for a short time to discuss sSome
readings and then reflect on the readings and share wWith each other. We
are alss doing away with deserts, and of course, Fridays wWwill be a Tast
day. 1 tell you this so if there are any folks out there who wowld
like ta join us in our observance of lent you at |least know what We are
doing. Saturday will be our reflection day as we will be havwing
volunteers here on all the other days. Holy kWeek wWill be different to
=ay the least. We did not receive any inguiries Trom any vets for Holy
Wepk sa we decided to apen the week up for anyone Who wants to Joln us.
We are currently booked solid for the wesk. 1 had a sister come down
from the Wheeling thancery to help me plan for the week and we have
come up with a beautiful schedule that 1 think will be very special and
meaningful. We have work planned, visitations, a seder sSupper, an B
mile walk of the cross, a4 gulet wigil, and a sunrise service. The weok
will be a result of community collaboration and creative planning.

At this time of the year 1 always find myself coming back to a place in
the scriptures called Gethsemans. It was a favored place that our Lord
would go to pray and think and get some time for Himself. It 1= dironic




that the place that had been a source of comfort and solitude for
Jesus, in the end, was a place of agaony for Him. It is here that ke 1s
avercame by Hizs humanity. He gave the greatest compliment to His
friends when He invited them to come to His "secret place" to be With
Him as Ha praved. Sadly, He was disappointed when He discovered that
they had fallen asleep. His words:"Can you nol pray with me?" are, to
me, the lonliest words in the scriptures. His paln anly grows deeper
as He fully understands what is to become of Him and he cries tears of
blood. Still, Hls friends sleep. Mow often have we falt s alone and
so disappointed or disillusioned that we have given up an pecple or
calises. Tharnk Goad that He did not give up. Im=pite aof being let
down, in s=pite of the fact that He was Trighten=d and knew that He
would have to face His fate alone, He did mot give up. He went to the
cross, bore our sins,; died alone. During this lenten seasan, let us
take the opportunity to journmey with Him. On Fridays, join Us as we
reflect an the stations of the cross. Dur & weeks of prayar and
meditation should draw us closar to Hlm as our brother who felt all the
things that we feel and wWho was willing tpo give His liTe as a ransom
fur ours. Pray that we as christians, will net "fall asleep” and be
unaware of the pain that surrounds us. Than, as we have alloked
ourselves to be open te His call to serve, we will celebrate the risen
Lord who overcame death in arder to empower uf and place His spirit 1in
us to carry on the work and spread the good news. Sdon we will Tise
with Him! HAenewed, and refreshed, and ready to- accept the challenges
that come our wWay.

Just a reminder...If there are those who are interested 1n statfing for
the summer please drop me 5 line and 1 will get back to you in March %o
try to make arrangements. We are looking Ffor a few good felks to help
us out. PFray about it.

May wou all have a blessed Easter and celebrate the risen Christ who
gives us the strength to do all Ehings!

Peace to you from John and Joan and John and Karen and Kay!
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