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Lord...We’ve Been Busy                                                                                       By Lee 
 

             It has been both educational and inspiring to dialogue with my fellow staff members 
about recent projects that have been under way here at Nazareth Farm. As a new staff member, 
it’ s been especially enjoyable to see the good work that my new housemates and co-workers 
have been doing. Indeed it is exciting and humbling to be joining such a crew. That being said, 
here’s what’s going on. 
             Christopher is in the midst of finishing the third of a series of projects in which he has 
been the sole site leader. The first was done throughout May and June with the help of our 
college and high school volunteers. Chris and crew painted a man’s home in Greenwood. 
While the painting job was great, Bob, the homeowner, was disappointed by their leaving. To 
him, the painting was secondary only to the friendships he was able to form with the 
volunteers.  Next, Chris led a group of high school volunteers in putting a tin roof on Rose and 
Larry’s home. While the volunteers worked daily, Rose and Larry babysat their grandchildren. 
The oldest of the grandchildren, Trinity, age 5, asked the crew if they were fixing her 
grandma’s roof. They told her they were, and though Trinity had not yet seen their work, she 
assured them that is was beautiful. To cap things off, Chris is currently working at the home of 
Allen and Vicky, installing a covered walkway from their house to their garage. In addition, he 
had also led volunteers to build a deck for them to enjoy the summer weather. A final fun fact 
is that Allen and Vicky’s home is the first home that Nazareth Farm ever built! 
             Meanwhile, Tina and Katie-Rose have been busy leading and empowering volunteers 
to build an ADA handicap access ramp for a young lady named Stormie. The project involves 
a back ramp and several landings and will make 
Stormie’s home much more comfortable and 
accessible for her. Besides being able to learn some 
carpentry, many volunteers have expressed how 
powerful it has been to meet and work with Stormie, 
an individual who has refused to let a disability 
inhibit her goals. Stormie is wheelchair bound and so 
the ramp is of tremendous practical help to her. The 
volunteers should take pride in what they’ve been 
able to do for this young woman.   
             Erin, Tina, and Katie-Rose all took part in 
putting a beautiful back porch on Kathy and Shevan’s house. The new porch has given this 
family a place to enjoy their summer meals and spend time together. 
             Finally, Erin has been working on a house in Salem owned by Ileta. Though battling 

extreme heat, she and a group of volunteers were able to 
install rolled roofing in just one week. Ileta showed Erin 
and the volunteers great hospitality, treating them to the 
likes of apple butter, gourmet jellies, and joyful stories 
about her son. Even the local cats couldn’ t get enough 
of the Nazareth Farm crew as they continually tried to 
stow away in our pickups as they headed home. Erin 
has also played the final hand in finishing up Mary 
Anne’s home in Clarksburg, a site where Dave spent 
many of his final weeks. 
              All in all, its been a busy and productive start to 
the summer.  As usual, Nazareth Farm is serving and 
being served through home repair and many 
relationships.   
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