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            Once a year the world prepares to celebrate the resurrection 
of our Jesus Christ, and like all others around the world, we at 
Nazareth Farm had an opportunity to prepare for that celebration by 
a week of even greater prayer and reflection included in Holy week.  
During Holy Week, staff and volunteers alike had an opportunity to 
experience and share in the four cornerstones as we focused on our 
inner selves and prepared our hearts to be transformed. 
 
            Crews went to worksites Monday through Wednesday, and 
we had our traditional community night on Tuesday night.  
Thursday began the special Holy week traditions.  On Thursday 
morning, crews ventured out to deliver Easter Baskets to a number 
of families in the community, and then we returned home to have a 
Mass with Father Steve, our local priest.  Afterwards we had a 
Seder Supper.  The Seder Meal provided us the opportunity to learn 
about the feast of the Passover and understand our Catholic roots in 
the Jewish tradition, as we celebrated the same meal as Jesus did 
during the Last Supper.  This was a time for remembering and for 
prayers of peace. 
 
            Friday we participated in the Stations of the Cross, our much 
anticipated ten-mile hike.  The volunteers and staff prepared 
reflections and activities for each station during the hike.  These 
reflections and focused not only on Christ’s passion and death, also 
on the ways that others are suffering and being put to death 
throughout the world, and called us to act.  The spirit through out 
the hike made it seem as though we were walking with Jesus in His 
final hours.  Holy week was a very prayerful week for all who were 
in attendance.   
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As spring changes are in the air at the Nazareth Farm I am filled with the joy of the Holy Spirit. Possibly I am 
paying special attention to the Holy Spirit because in the Gospels these days we 
read about how the early disciples were filled with the Spirit.  
            Anyone who has served along side our neighbors in Doddridge County 
can tell that the Holy Spirit is a workin’  in these parts. Listening to our good 
friend Mary Sandora tell stories and reminisce about the early days of Nazareth 
Farm, I am convinced the Spirit was the motivating force for the early 
volunteers. Now, as we enter into our next 25 years, we see the Holy Spirit 
rejuvenating the staff with new as well as old friends this summer, each who 
will grace our holler. In June the Farm welcomes home again some old friends, 
John Donnelly, who used to be on staff years ago and our beloved Sr. Paula.  
Also joining us on staff are Ryan Lents from Indianapolis, and Jenny Jeck from 
Chicago who will share with us their many gifts.  
            It is always sad to say goodbye to staff who move on, yet we trust the 
Spirit. Thane and Bob left the Farm in April and Colleen and Mo will transition 
from the Farm in June. We know that all of the staff will continue to live the 
cornerstones wherever their journeys take them. 
            Finally, amidst all of the change, the staff gives thanks to the first disciples who inspire us and to the Holy 
Spirit for allowing us to continue our mission of service, simplicity, community and prayer. Have a great summer; 
we hope to see you soon!      �
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Everyone who comes home this summer 
will see just how much Nazareth Farm 
has grown, we are no longer “Little 
Battle Run Road,”  instead the county has 
named us “Nazareth Farm Road“.  
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T hank you so much for 
your prayers for 

Bethlehem Farm!  The first few 
months at Bethlehem Farm have 
been richly blessed.  The BF Board 
is very grateful for the support of  
friends and donors, and for the hard 
work of its two caretakers, Julie and 
Russ.  They have been very busy as 
they take care of the land and 
animals, get to know the neighbors, 
and get involved in the local 
community.  They have even hosted 
a few small group weeks during 
which the volunteers served with the 
local food pantry, thrift store, parks 
service, and prison ministry.  It is 
quite an adventure each time 
someone journeys up the mountain 
to Bethlehem Farm, as the half-mile 
long driveway is in serious 

disrepair!  Therefore, Bethlehem 
Farm’s greatest need at this time 
is funds for road repair work.  
They are hoping to be able to do 
this by winter so that Russ and the 
other caretakers don’ t get cabin 
fever!   But in the meantime, this 
spring’s focus has been preparing 
the vegetable gardens, fixing 
animal fences, and deepening 
BF’s involvement in the local 
community.  They are also hoping 
to set up a greenhouse for future 
sustainable gardening.  It is a very 
exciting time for this new 
ministry!  Bethlehem Farm 
continues to ask for your prayers 
and support in this foundational 
year.  If you would like to help in 
other ways, you can contact Julie 
and Russ at: 

bethlehemfarm@gmail.com.   
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Meet Matthew and Luke, two of the four 
burros at Bethlehem Farm.  Thier friends 
John and Mark were unavailable for 
photos.  Ironically enough three of the 
Burros are female. 
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by Bill 
             I pull up the rotted floor of Grover’s trailer damaged by water 
and age while the soulful twang of the Louvin Brothers plays on his 
stereo.  Grover is direct and honest and with a grin he asks whether I 
like this music or not.  I say I do like it and he says well then he will 
make me a copy and will put some Johnny Cash on it too.  I thank him 
and think nothing more of his kindness, his small gesture. 
             But a week later in his tiny bathroom replacing his toilet Grover 
speaks the simple word of God and makes me pay attention.  Grover 
says to me, “Bill, it made me real happy to give you that CD.  Yes, it 
made me real happy.  Did it make you real happy?”   Grover is genuine; 
he gives from his want, his heart and yes, Grover, yes it made me real 
happy.  This is simplicity 
             Every day I experience each of the cornerstones of the Farm in 
very profound ways.  I remind the volunteers each week that they too 
will live the cornerstones is some pretty amazing ways and I believe it.  I 
invite you to share with me what the cornerstones of prayer, simplicity, 
service, and community mean to you.  How have you experience them in 
your life?  Choose one of the cornerstones and in fifty words or less 
describe what it is.  You can e-mail your reflections to 
nazarethfarm@citynet.net.  Thank you and may the Spirit of God 
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