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A SPIRITUAL SPRING CLEANING JOB

by Thomas A Cash

There 15 no doubt that
Spring is finally here. almost in
time for Summer, And with
Spring come all those Spring
things. You know,.. Spring
things... ke birds, sunshine,
warmar weather, Easterllll,

~—'Spring rain showers', mud

duddles from the spring rain
ghowers, dust and dit when
the mud puddles dry up, and
sometimes, & Iot of Spring
Cleaning.

During the Easter Szason, |
was asked 1o spesk &t a
parish in Terre Haule IN, The
Gospel reading was the story
of the Road to Emmaus,
Lk24:13-35. | was struck by
the phrase, “they were
restrained from  regognizing”
Jesus. And that probably they
weore restrained because of
'discussing as they went all
that had happaned." They
were two ordinary people who
were precccupied. Too busy.
Too much on their minds. Toa
concarned with whai
happensd to Jdesus  to

T recogimize Jesus.

Sound familiar? It does to
me, Mot enough time in the
maorning to pray. Got to get to

class, no time to lalk to the
guy at the corner. Hava to
prepare for my mesting, can't
talk to my kid on the phona
The war in the middie Easl,
the unabomber suspect,
terrcrizm, enother bombing in
Ireland, &l¢. ele. There s 50
much clutter in our daily lives,
a3 much distractmg us, no
wonder i 5 thal we  are
sometimes  restrained  from
recognizing Jesus around us?

At Mazareth Farm, | think we
de a pretty good job of ghifting
the focus away from some of
those distractions - of ¢leanng
out the noise. And in this
Spring fima, in this Easter
Season especially, we have
the imvitation to shift the focus
of our spints. An invitalion to
sea things [ess as
inconveniences, obligationand
the presence of ewl in our
world, e to sea them more
a5 opportunitiss and blessings
and a need to rely more
strongly on God.

Il we can =hilt our focus
from the negative, then, lika
the disciples, we can
recognize Christ - in breaking
biread, in casual comvarsation,

in the ordinary things of our
lves, We can, like Mary, lsave
the tomb behind and talk to
Christ in the garden. Or see
Christ among us n tha
ordinary like the disciples on
the road. Or like Thomas, turn
away from doubt and exclaim,
"My Lord and my God."

In this Easler Spring time, a
tima of hopefulness, I'm
raminded too of a writing of
Fape John Paul Il He writes
that as the Church approschas
the year 2000, we are in &
Spring time of ihe Millennium -
a Spring time of Christianity,
That gives me much hopa
today, that we are becoming
more a Church of hope, a
people of the resurrection, that
maybe we ara shifting owr
spirits to be more attuned lo
recognizing Jesus, that we are
rising in a Spring time with
Christ.
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"0, BLESS THE LORD MY SOUL!™

"GODSPELL" A HIT
in MNarch, Mazsretn Famn hosied a produchion of

BREAKING AND BUILDING

by Matthew Eonrmick

As | refiect on my experience as a work site coordinator, | am
struck by an ironic contradiction, In tha two sites of which | have
been a par, | have helped tear down a house and wall ina porch. |
have found that by tearing walls down | have been able to build a
friendship and in building a wall | have witnessed the destruction of
the barrisrs humans put belwesn each other.

Atthefirst siie, the owner of the house’s brother- in-law would stop
by several times & day, At first, | was put off by him, | knew it wasn't
his property, Bt he was telling us what to do. However, by the end
of the first day, | grew ta respect and admire him Hearing stories
about his younger days as wall as the history of the houses and tha
area begame an integral part of the workday, The marz progress we
made In destroying the housa, the more progress was mades in
building a friendship. Even naw that the site is finished | will continues
o visit him regularly,

Canversely, by bullding artificial bariers around a house, | have
sean the destruction of barriers between a lonely widow and those
around her,

Whean we first started working at her house she seemed afraidand
shy, Conversations with her were short &nd limited to mundanes
lapics such as the weather. At this time her porch was dilapidated
and the epace under her house was wide open. As we closad these
spaces with walls and underpinning, she became more apen, She
now spends the majority of the dey talking 1o our work eréws and her

face lights up upon cur armval. We now share oursalves rather than —

simply have conversations. Everyday she would say *) wish you'd gat
finished so0on." Now she says, - "Oh i1l gat done one day,” and has
found new projects for us 1o do,

These expenances hava mada rme realize that our
ministry reaches far bayond hammers and nails. We
are not hera ta meraly provide sanvices, but to buikd
friendships and break down the barrers that

GODSPELL® im Clarksburg which was parormed by 3L
Jesepi's Music Ministry-and’ Frignds from New Jersay.
The wea was bormn of past director Kay Helherington who
was in the play lest year in Mew Jersey. She said, "l've
Bbeen hawing dreams sbout deoing "GODOSPELL” in Wes!
Virginia,..." and one year and many leng distance calls
lator, many peaple from the erea were eble to share in
the experionces, Special thanks are due to Sr. Mary Clark
and Janice Dugan, twe local board members, and
Thomas Cash of the Farm stall who warked hard o get
this preducstion off the ground and 1o Betty Krupp who
came-in Teom Chicago Tar the weekend, Thanks to meany
af the stall who pitched in-a hand tog. Thanks 100, 1o 5t
Xavier Universily and Labayne Collage who both helped
with royalty costs, And thenks 1o the cast and craw of
"CODSPELL® wha performed the show in Mew dersey as
&n additional fund raizer belore they cama!

separate us, In reflecting on this contradiction of
simultanesus buiiding and daestroying, | am
reminded of the ultimata contradiction of ife: #we
lives, wa.must dig, but in arder to die, we must live
If our life is to be fulllling, we must die 1o the things
which prevent us from truly getting o know our
fellow humans, || wa dis to the prejudices and
attiiudes which separate us from gach other, we will
have a wonderful life of rewarding refationships that
will help us ses the face of God.

In the Cathole Mass we praonounce ancther
contradiction; "By dying you destroyed our death,
by rising you restored aur life.* It iz this modst upon
which our service is based. By destroying what is
not needed., we build beaviiful {rendships, by
building necessary barriers we destroy the things
that prevent us from hully realizing the beaoty of
thosa around us, Working from this mode! not anly
allows Us to perform senace in its truest sense, bul
1o enrich our own lives as wall,
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AND THEN THERE WERE...

Can it already hawe been that long? Erg Hoch
eft us at the end of Holy Weelk to spend the
summer in at homs making a little maney working
Al & wingry before he goes off 1o Seminary in
Berkelsy, CA. Joe Hannessy laft us soon after,
about mid Apnl, to returm heme and work for the
summar on "the boats® on the Chicago river. Then
s eff to Southem IL, University to play with the
fish! Good luck to you two, this |5 always your
fome.

Foruswhe are left behind, .. Mona is balancing
the graceful and dainy duties of a volunteer
courdinator with some gruff and twfl work at sites,
Watch out folks, don't scrape and stack betore it's
time. She's also been accepted st Vanderbilt in the
graduate pragrarm for clinical psych. Staff iz letting
her practice now on us! Alicia recently Tinished up
whal was gaing fo be & simpla project. We all
know how thosa go. One thing led to another, and
I think she's sald for her last projects, she only
wans 1o paint. We'll ses. Thomas has some big
discerning ahead of him, It seems that God has
dropped one too many anvils on [is thick skull and

—the message or call may finslly be seeping

hrough, Pray for bim. Matt has been back in full
force at home and on sites, Matt's car however, is
not, [t teok & turnble off a ciiff on AL 23 with Mait
and Jog inside. They weran't hur, but they wergon
their way to the dottor's at the time. And Jess,
wiow! Whal a woman. Dare | say "Every Woman?
Jess s cookin® and cleanin® up a storm and her
Bread is rising! James has been phenr:mEna! at the
work sites and most recently was in chargs of a
project re-focfing & section of ow own rool,
Imagine that? Fixing our own leaking roof? Butch
has just about our entire Surmmer filled with work
projects, and that's no small task. He reviews each
application work, visits the people at the sile, does
some background checks, assasses the |ob,
considers  the safely factors, estimates our
capability and the cost of the project, visitts the sita
uncler progress, helps trouble shoot, and raturns o
tha site after completion of the job to look it over
and talk to the person or family to make surs the
wark is acceplable-and deliver the inveica, All this
and He stll has time to drive bus, farm potatoes,
ﬂnd el an occasional joke to make us laugh. |

“don’t know what we'd do without Rim.
L don™ know what we'd do without any of us

really, Each staff parson here fries to do what is
required and so much more beyend that, IP's not

WISH LIST

IT you're coming down this Summer, plegsa
consider bringing down some of the itarms on this
wish list. We do need them, especially the tools,
and chances ame we'll use tham the weak you'rs
here! Thanks to those who responded lnst issua.
We received a 10" mitre saw fram St Paul's in
Hingham, MA, and some paper products from
groups from Canisius College. ete, Thank you!

Things we wish far..
- & new director]
- 257 tapa MBasSUrers
- 1% 2% & 3" paint brusbes
« 5 « drill sats with various size bits
~clothes drassers
« 8 fax machine
=3 pOWEr circular saws
= 3 powar drills

uncomman to see some people working well past
cjuitting time or into the evenings, giving 110%. But
that's somistimes whal happens when love for a
place like this and a strong faith are put inle action,
Fleasze all of you, pray for us as we continue o
pray for you.

MANY THANKS TO YOU!

Many thanks are dus to so many people and
groups who have shared their generosity with us.
Hera are a few. Thanks to Our Lady of the
Praserntation from MO who continues to tithe
manthly to us. Thanks to Larry Lenne and 5t. Louis
de Mentfort from IN for including us in their tithing
program. Thanks to Fr. Ken Budzikowski and St
Faul of the Cross from IL for sending a gensrous
Lemten donation, and to Anna Lakers and S5t
Waller's Parish from IL for a generous gift. Thanks
o the group from Hoban HS who senl in a dollar
each (if each person on our mailing Hst sent in one
dollar, we'd have well over 33000 rght there, it's
trugl). Thank you to st John Vianney HS from MNJ
who nave us a donation for our new domm project.
And thanks to St
Faul's in MA, Fordham
Freg from NY, and so
many other groups and
individuals who
continue 1o support the
Farm's mission,
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