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         As we warm ourselves with a nice cup of hot cocoa around the wood 
burning stove in the living room, it is with joy that we give thanks to God for 
our many blessings. Reflecting on the year past we have been blessed with so 
many wonderful gifts. At the beginning of the year we gathered as a community 
to remember and celebrate the life of one of our most beloved friends, Ralph 
Sandora. In the spring we came together again and rejoiced over Nazareth 
Farm’s presence in Doddridge County for over 25 years. This summer we were 
blessed with a wonderful season; we hosted over four hundred volunteers, 
harvested our gardens, and finished various home repair projects for our 
neighbors in need.  Now, as we prepare for the holiday season, we especially 
thank God for all of the people who enable us to continue the mission of the 
Farm. You, our wonderful friends and family, help us to live the four 
cornerstones of Prayer, Simplicity, Service, and Community; and for that we are 
thankful.  

The seasons changed 
this year just as they 
do every year, the 
difference is the 
change in our local 
outhouses. The 
change came with 
‘Almost Heaven’  
announcing her 
retirement from her 
services as an 
outhouse to all the 
staff and volunteers. 
The sad news came 
at the press 
conference in 
August as ‘Almost 
Heaven’  said that 
she would pass her 
duty of service on to 
our new two seater 
Noah’s Ark, a young 
chap ready to step to 
the challenging role 
as a Nazareth farm 
outhouse.  
    With tears in his 
eyes an anonymous 
staff member stated, 
“We have laughed 
and cried together, 
but all good things 
must end, and she 
will surely be 
missed.”   
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Julie, Angie and 
Bill pose with Lila 

June, where we 
spent one week 

repairing her roof 
and enjoying her 

extravagant lunches 
she cooked for us.  

We all wish that site 
had lasted longer.  
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           The creek is rising in the holler, the hills are painted orange and 
red, and shadows grow longer as fall settles in on the Farm.  The season 
has given the staff the opportunity to reflect upon an enriching summer 
while enjoying the slower pace and transitions of autumn. 
We have finished the projects of summer and have begun new ones.  
            Lila June in West Union received a new roof and we got 
amazing home-cooked lunches and excellent conversation.  Thank you 
Lila June, Mr. Lumpy, and Baby Grace.  We also started an addition at 
Kevin and Angela’s and it proved to be a rewarding site for our college 
volunteers in spite of the torrential downpours. 
            Not only have our projects changed but our staff itself has 
experience transition.  At the beginning of October we sadly said 
goodbye to Erin and her smile.  She has made her way west once again 
to live in Denver.  No sooner had we said goodbye to Erin but we 
welcomed Bob Neary who comes to us from the University of Dayton 
where he graduated last spring with a degree in theatre.  Bob will 
assume the role of House Manager for our community and we look 
forward to sharing in the many gifts he brings us. 
            All in all, fall has been a time of simple blessings as God’s love 
has moved amongst us here in our holler. 
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Board of Directors 
Resa Hurley, president 
Paul Daugherty 
Donielle Dodde 
Nancy Dufek 
Jim Dugan 
Mary Gault 
Paul Kellen 
Megan Kennedy 
Kristi McHugh 
Judy Rosatti 
Tom Ruggaber 
Benote Wimp 
Fr. John Donovan, 
J.C.L.(ex-officio) 

 
 
 

Farm Staff 
Butch Sandora (project 

consultant) 
Bill Alt 

Thane Benson 
Colleen Buck 

Aaron Costello 
Maureen Kiley 

Angie Moloney 
Bob Neary 
Julie Tracy 
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         We are excited to announce 
that a new “sibling”  of Nazareth Farm 
has been born!  The Holy Spirit has 
been very active lately and has 
blessed us with a group of committed 
people and the prospect of a beautiful 
piece of property in Southern West 
Virginia to call our second Home.  
Since January, the “Bethlehem Farm” 
group has been looking for a 
community in Appalachia that would 
welcome a Catholic community based 
on our cornerstones of service, 
simplicity, prayer, and community.  
The Holy Spirit (and a few good tips) 
led us to investigate several options, 
including the John Filligar Catholic 
Worker Farm in Summers County, 

WV.  Thanks to the generosity of the 
Kirwan Family whose late brother 
founded the Filligar Farm, the property 
is in the process of being donated to 
our Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston 
and may be designated so that 
Bethlehem Farm can establish its 
ministry there.  If the property does 
become ours, as of January 2005, 
Bethlehem Farm will be staffed with a 
few “caretakers”  who know the spirit 
of Nazareth Farm.  The specific 
ministry of this new mission will 
evolve gradually, shaped by the needs 
of the area.  Stay tuned for more 
information about this wonderful 
continuation of God’s work.   
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With only two group weeks during the fall, the 
staff had to come up with some creative ways to 
stay entertained.  So far, we’ve taken a haunted 
ghost tour of Parkersburg, WV, run in the Salem 
Apple Butter Festival 5K (pictured above), and 
hiked throughout our gorgeous hills.  After 
having a great summer of gardening, our harvest 
left us with tomatoes up to our ears!  Thanks to 
Erin, the resident gardener, we also enjoyed 
quite a number of pumpkin-filled treats.  To all 
of our friends, thank you for your support and 
love for this place we all call home! 

� � �
� � � � � 	 
 �
� � � 
 � � �

 
� � �� �� � �� � 	� 
 � �
� 	� 
� � �� 
� � � � ��
� � � 	�� � 
 � � � 
� � �
� � ��� � � �� � � � 
 �

� � �� �� 
 �� � � 
		
� � � �
� � � � � �� � � 
 
 � ��
� � �! � �� ��� 
� � � ��� �

" � 	#� �$� 
 � � �� �
� � ��$� � 
 � � �� ��

" 
�� �� � �
� �� �� � � �
�

%� � �� �� �

 �� � ��#�� � � �� �� � 
	� �



As Fall changes into Winter, we watch the last leaves and the first snowflakes fall to the ground. 
With the upcoming season comes the excitement and anticipation of this year’s annual Doddridge 
County Christmas Party. Just as in the past, we wish to be able to offer presents to all of our 
friends in the county and all of the families whom we’ve worked with over the past year. That 
being said, we are asking for any donations to make this year’s event memorable and better than 
ever for our friends. 

Your donations of money or gifts will be distributed to individuals and families throughout 
the county, and will help to make this Christmas a very merry one for many people in Doddridge 
County. Our Christmas Party this year will be held on December 12th , so any donations would be 
greatly appreciated before then. THANK YOU SO VERY, VERY MUCH! WISHING ONLY THE 
MERRIEST CHRISTMAS TO YOU AND YOUR LOVED ONES!  
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  
 
___ I would like to sponsor a family or individual for this year’s Christmas Party  
          Name of family/ Individual (if known) ______________________________ 
Amount Offered (   ) $10 (   ) $25        (   ) $50        (   ) $100      (   ) other 
Name of Contact Person __________________ 
Address _______________________________ 
          ________________________________ 
Daytime Phone # ________________________ 
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