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Fall 2008
Dear Chaperones,









Greetings from Nazareth Farm!  As you prepare for your upcoming trip to West Virginia, I first want to say thank you for your willingness to accompany young adults on a trip they will not soon forget. I think that you will find your week at the Farm to be fulfilling as well—many chaperones are surprised by how much the week touches them! I hope this letter will help answer some of the questions you might have regarding your trip to Nazareth Farm, but please feel free to call ahead with any particular questions. 

General Expectations and Information

All chaperones are required to do the same amount of work as the rest of the volunteers.  This includes working on the sites, being hospitable to our friends and homeowners, planning prayer and doing dishes.  While we expect you to participate fully in the week, it is also sometimes necessary to take a step back and let the youth finish putting the nail in (even if you could do it faster) and let them take an active role in the prayer services.  We rely on you to be positive role models for the volunteers even when the work is frustrating and difficult. 

In the spirit of simplicity we also request that everyone refrain from distractions such as makeup, cell phones, television and music.  While this can seem difficult at first, most people report the positive experience of leaving behind the comforts they are used to. Please do not plan on being available for constant communication with home or work as our phone should only be used in special circumstances and we are out of cell phone range. 

Transportation 

We count on you to drive the vehicles you are bringing to the worksite.  Every day you will have a staff member with you in the car or you will follow one of our trucks to the worksite. Driving details will be arranged when you get here. If this is a problem, please contact us ahead of time.  Please also know that our work groups are a mix of volunteers and chaperones from all of the different schools and churches that will be here for the week, so while you will be driving the vehicle you came in, you will be transporting a mix of students from your group and other groups. 

Youth/Campus Ministry

Chaperones are a huge help to the staff in our ministry. We ask that you remember you are role models and act accordingly.  If the volunteers see you following the rules and enforcing them, they will follow.  If you are excited to work and participate in prayer, then they will share in that enthusiasm. The staff also relies on the chaperones to be an extra set of eyes on the worksite and around the farm to ensure that conversations, language and behavior are appropriate. We are grateful for your assistance. 
Night Duty

Every night a staff member will be staying in the main house with the volunteers in case of an emergency.   Because things can become busy at bed time, a chaperone is asked to sign up to be on night duty with the staff person in order to help enforce the rules and help out in case of an emergency.  This requires the chaperone to stay up until the staff person is done checking the grounds.  We will have you sign up at the Sunday night chaperone meeting.

I hope this letter has been helpful as you prepare for your journey to West Virginia.   If you have any questions or problems with this information, please feel free to call me.  There will be two brief chaperone meetings during your week here that will give you more details about your role, expectations and other important information throughout the week. Thank you for helping youth grow in their faith and for volunteering your time in Appalachia.

With Joy,

Allison Loecke

Director 

